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her piety revolted against a worldly priest wasting
untold lives in a struggle against the Church and
Catholic princes. The Cardinal resolved that she
also must be removed from the Court, and he sought
to work upon her devotional feelings, and to induce
her to enter upon a religious life. Such suggestions
found an easy entrance into -the girl's heart. Even
the King's virtue sometimes failed him when over-
come by his fondness for her. She became alarmed,
and turned her thoughts to the safety that could
only be found in a retreat from the world. The
King feared that their affection might involve them
in deadly sin, and he did not forbid this step. All
means were used by the Cardinal to hasten her re-
treat ; even the priest, who sometimes received the
confessions of the young girl's heart, was in Riche-
lieu's service and reported to him the daily progress
that was making.

" She came yesterday morning," writes the priest, "to
confess to me. She told me that her uncle wished her
to promise that she would speak to the King before her
retreat. We agreed that she should see the King to-
morrow morning, and that on Monday morning she
should go to Sainte Marie. She seemed entirely con-
tented, and after this she received the communion."

A few weeks later, as she still delayed, we find a
letter from the same priest to her, ingeniously ex-
pressed so as to affect a proud and sensitive nature.

" I wish," he writes, " to express my affliction at hear-
ing from the mouths of persons of quality the false re-
ports that calumny spreads of you: that the thought ofpassion.en. Theyet met atom she hated had but six
